[ 22 (31910 L

|
|

TREASURY DEPARTMENT
BUREAT OF FUBLIC HEALTH AND MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE

BOOK OF INSTRUCTIONS

FOR THE

MEDICAL INSPECTION OF ALIENS

REVIRED JANTUARTY 18, 1010






TREASURY DEPARTMENT

Bureau of Public Heslth and Marine-Hospital Service

BOOK OF INSTRUCTIONS

PO TILE

MEDICAL INSPECTION OF ALIENS

{Revieed Tamunry 18, 1010)

PREFARED 1Y DIRSOYION OF THE
BIRGEON-GENERAL

WASHINGTON
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFLCE
LE1h



TrEASURY [MEFARTMERT,
Burgav or
Praiio Heavrn asp Manine-HosriTat BERVICE,

Washington, Jonwary 18, 1810,
The following instruetions for the medical examination of arriving
aliens by officers of the Public Health and Marine-Hospital SBervice
detailed for that purpose are issued for their goidance, and will b
enforced on and after February 1, 1910.
These instructions supersede those approved January 15, 1903,
The mstructions of that dete should be destroyed.
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Warter Wrsax,
Hurgenn-ifeneral,
Approved :
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BOOK OF INSTRUCTIONS

1 FOR TIHE

MEDICAL INSPECTION OF ALIENS.

EXTREACT FROM ACT OF FEARLIARY 3, 105,

An aect of Congress approved February 20, 1907, provides as
i firHlerwes;
) " " - £ ¥ &
Sec. 2. That the following classes of aliens shall be exeluded from
Juillllﬂslull into the United States: All idiots, imbeciles, feablesminded
persons, epileptics, insane persons, and persons who hiave been insans
within five years previous: persons who have had two or more
attacks of insanity at any time previously; * * * professional
- bopears; persong afflicted with tuberoulosiz or with a loathsome or
dengerous contagions disense; persons not comprehended within any
al the foregoing exeluded clusses whe are foumil to b and are certified
by the examining surgeon as being mentally or physically defective,

. guch mental or physieal defect being of o nature which may affect
the ability of such alien to eam a living.

| * * * * * ® *

i Bro. 9. That it shall be unlawful for any person, including any

Lra.nb[mrtqmu:l: company other than milway lines entering the U nited
States from forign contignons territory, or the owner, master, agent,
or consignes of any veasel to bring to the United States any alien
gubject to any of the following disabilities: Idiots, imbeciles, epi-
leptios, or persons afflisted with tuberculosiz or with a loatheome or
dungerous contagious disease, and if i shall sppesc to the satizlae-
tion of the Seoretary of Commeroe and Labor thet any alien a0 bronght
to Lhe United States waa afflicted with any of the said diseases or
iisabilities at the time of foreign embarkation, and thet the existence
of auch disease or disability might have been detected by means of &
I competent mediosl examinntion of such time, sach person or trens-
portation company, or the master, agent, owner, or consignes of any
auch vessel shall pay to the eollector of customs of the costoms dis-
trict in which the port of arvival is located the sum of one hundred
dollars for each and every violation of the provisions of this section;
anid no vessel shall be granted clearance papers pending the determi-
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nation of the question of the liability to the payment of sueh fine,
anid in the event such fine is imposed, while it remains unpaid, nor
shall such fine be remitted or refunded.
£ L L | 3 L Ed £

Sec. 10, That the decision of the board of special inquiry herin-
after provided for, based upon the certificate of the examining
medieal olficer, shall be fnal & o the rejection of aliens afflicted
with tubereulosis or with a loathsome or dangerous contagions dis-
eage, or with any mental or physical disability which would bring
guch wliens within any of the clisses excluded from admission to
the United States under section two of this act.

Sec, 11, That upon the certificate of 8 medical oflicer of the United
Statea Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service to the effect that
o rejected alien is helpless from sickness, mental or physieal disa-

hility, or infancy, if sach alien is accompanied by another alien whoae

protection or guardinnship is required by such rejected alien, such
aceompinying alien may also be excluded, and the master, apent,
owner, or consignes of the vessel in which such slien and accompany-
ing alien are bronght shall be required to retorn said alien and aceom-
panying slien in the same manner as vessels are required to retum
other rejected aliens.
% * % * & * *

Src. 17, That the physieal and mental examination of all arriv-
ing sliens shall be made by medical officers of the United States
Public Health and Mnri:w-l{m]:liuﬂ Borvies, who shall have hod at
least two years' experience in the practice of their profession since
recaiving the degree of doctor of medicine, and who shall certify for
the information of the immigration officers und the boards of apecial
inguiry hereinafter provided for, any and all physical aml mental
defects or diseases observed by said medicsl officers in any such
alien.

* * * * * # *

Suo. 20. That any alien who shall enter the TInited States in viola-
tiom of law, and such #s become public charges from couses existing
prior to landing, shall, upon the warrant of the Secretary of Commercs
and Lebor, be tuken into custody and deported to the country whence
he came at any time within three years after the date of hisentry into
the United States. * * ¥

See.21. * * *  Provided, That when in the opinion of the Seere-
try of Commeres and Libor the mental or physical condition of such
alien is such as to require personal care and attendanee, he may em-
ploy a suitable person for that purpese, who shall secompany such
alien to his or her final destination, and the expense incident to such
sarvice shall be defrayed in like manner.
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Sgc. 25. % * * Provided, That in every ease where an alien is
excluded from sdmission into the United States, under any law or
trosty now existing or hereafter made, the decigion of the appropriate
immigration officers, il adverse to the sdmission of such alien, shall b
finnl, unless reversed on appesl to the Seoretary of Commercs and
Linbor; but nothing in this section shall bo construed to admit of
any appeal in the eage of an alien rejected as provided for in section
bem of this aet.

Bro. 26, That any alien liable to be exeluded because likely to be-
eome o public eharge or becanse of physical disability other than
tnbermiloss or o lostheome or dangerous contexious discase may, if
otherwise almissible, nevertheless be admitted in the discretion of
the Secretary of Commerce and Labor upon the giving of o suitable
and proper bond or undertaking, approved by said Secretary in such
pmount and comtaining such econditions as he may preseribe, to the
peaple of the United States, holding the United States or any State,
Territory, county, municipality, or district thereof harmless against
siclh alien becoming s public choarge.

¥ £ * L] L & &

See; 37, That whenever ancalien shall have taken up hiz permanemnt
residence in this conmtry, and &hall have filed his declaration of inlen-
fiom Lo hecome nocitizen, and thereafter shall send for his wife or
minor children to join him, if ssid wile or any of said ohildren shall be
found to be affected with any contagioua disorder, auch wife or ehil-
dren ghall be held, under such regpulations aa the Seerctary of Com-
meree il Labor shall prescribe, until it shall be determined whether
the dizsorder will be easily eursble, or whether they can be parmitted
to land without danger to other persons; and they shall not be either
ndmitted or deported until such facts have been ascertained; and if
it shull ba determined that the disorder is easily curmble or that they
can he permitted to land without danger to other persona, they shall,
if otherwise admissible, thereupon be admitted,

DIFTIES OF MEDICAL OFFICERS UNDER THE ACT OF 15907,

The following are the duties of medical officers detailed for the
examingtion of aliens under the sections of the law quoted sbove:

(1) T conduet the physical and mental examination of all arriving
aliens, either on board the ship on which they arrive or at a place
degignated by the Commissioner of Immigration, or the inspector in
charge of the port.

(21 To eertify, for the information of immigration officers and the
boards of speciel inguiry, any and all physical or mental defecta or
digenses observed by said medical officers in such aliens.
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(3} To certify, when requested by the proper immigration officer,
thut o rejected alien is helpless from sickness, mental or physieal
disability, or infancy, and therefore in need of mn attendont,

(4 To rendor neseseary information by certifieate to enable the
proper immigration authorities to imposa and enforee such fines and
penalties as are preseribed in seetion .

(5) To render when neceziary such certilicabes in fegand (o the
physical condition of insane aliens as to permit them to be held for
trentiment until sueh time as they may be safoly deported.

i) To determine the physical and mental condition, and make
appropriate certificetion thereto, of alions who have becomse * public
charges,” or who are in the United States in violation of the low wnd
of rerulotions cmsosting from proper oflicisl sources.

(7) To comduct the physical and mental examination of aliens
along the borders of Canads and Mexieo, subjoet to such additional
rules ps the Commissioner-General of Immigration, with the approvel
of the Secretary of Commerce and Labor, may presceibe, =0 a3 not
lllll!l,'l::r‘_'!-!if-ill'l'”:'.' Liw -|'||-|H}' OF AT PUSSCnZers i arding ry bravel between
thie United States and sakd countries,

(8] To render opinions, when requested by the proper immigra-
tion officers, as to the curability of & loathsome, eomtagious, or
dangerous contarious disease offecting the wile or minor-ehill of o
domiciled alien, and to supervise or conduoet the sppropriate care and
trestment necessary boodebermine the Taets,

(1) Ta designate to the proper immigration officers such aliens as
e i nesd of hospital care and trentment, as provided under these
laws and instructions, to recommend their transfer to & hoapital or
siitnble place, and there to supervise or conduel such care and
treatinent A% are necessary.

LE{IAL HELATHINE OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS T THE ADMINISTRATION
OF THE INMMIGEATION LAWS.

[nasmuch as all immigration legislation in general contemplates
that the function of determining whether an alien belongs {0 one of
the excluded elosses shall devolve upon the immigration officers. and
boards of special inguiry, it follows that in matiers o determination
of which depends upon the consideration of testimony of & peneral
character and not upen professionsl opinion and disgaosis, the med-
ical officer shall act in an advisory capacity to auch immigration
officers and boards of specinl inguiry.

As a consequence, in the ease of aliens who are found by the exnm-
ining surgeon Lo be idiots, imbeciles, feeble-minded persons, epileptics,
insane persons, persons aillicted with tuberculosis or with o loathsome
contagious or a dangerous pontagious disease, certification by the
medical officer that the disesse exists constilutes the necessary
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evildence upon which immigration officers and boards of special
inguiry muy base their action,

On the other hand, o the cese of aliens found by the medieal
examiner to be afficted with such physical or mental diseases or disi-
bilities as ara likely, from their nature, to render a person a dependent,
or materially influenes his capacity for sell-maintenanee, the Tull
besring of such diseases or disabilitica upon the right to admission
of the alien coneerned can ooly be determined by the collation of
suel other additional gnd material facts az it 1z the mirinsio fanetion
of immigration officers and boards of special inquiry to elicit and
consider.  In such eases, therefore, it becomes the duty of the
medical officer to certify to the exitence and character of such
dlispnse OF -::Iir-ml:-ili.lll.'; alao, when requested . by the proper imonigra-
tion officers, to make such further pertinent statements as he may
deem advisable to onable the immigration oflicers and boards of special
inguiry to reach sn intelligent conclusion.

OLASSIFICATION OF DEFECTIVE AND DISEASED ALTENS.

For the purpese of carrying out the provisions of the immigration
law, physically and mentally defective and diseased aliens may be
regurded wa divisible into three gemernl classes:

iTaeg A ~Aliens whose exelusion is mandatory under the law by
reason of o certain specified physical or mental defeot or diseass,

'lazs H.—Aliens who present some physical or mental defect or
disease not comprehonded under Class A, but which from ils nature
iz likely to remder the person concerned o dependent or materially
alfect his capacity for sell-maintenance,

{"lagw .—Aliems who present defective or disessed conditions of o
character lesa perious than the foregoing, but which nevertheless
must be eertified for the information of immigration oflicers and
bonrida of special inguiry under the general provisions of section 17
of the law,

Care must be talen to ses that the form of the mmedieal certificate
in every case is such as to enable immigration oflicers to see cloarly
to which class the alien in queation belongs.

CLASE A,

In pecordanos with the present law, Class A ineludes all the classes
mentioned m section 9 of the said luw, iz

(1} Tdiots,

(2} Imbeciles.

(3) Feeble-minded persons,

(4) Epileptica,

(5} Insane persons.
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{6) Persons afllicted with tuberenlosis.

I {7) Persons afflicted with o loathsome contagions diseasn.

81 Persons afflicted with o dangerous contigious dissase.

Attemtion of medioal officers ia colled to the following Tuets rerard=
ing the mental and physical defects and diseases that render an alien
excludable for the couses enumerated under Class A:

{1) fdiotz.—An idiot is a person presenting a defact of mind which
is either congenital or due to causes operpting during the first few
vears of life, precluding the development by eduention of the mental
faculties to oy appreciable degree,

(21 Imbeciles.—An imbecile is o person exhibiting such degres of
mental defect, congenital, or acquired in infancy, as to preclude devel-
opment of mental or moral responsihility.

Mental responsibility is regarded as the capacity properly to care
for one's sell and one's own interests: end moral responsibility, as
normal capacity to distinguish between right and wrong,

(3) Feeble-minded persomg.—A [eeble-minded person iz one whao,
nEliu:u.:gh. pms:s-r-:-m'i'r'l!_r i cErlain |[El;__f'l"1‘.'1"| of mental and I'|'|.|'u'||.| l‘t:s.pu:l‘usi-
bility, is obviously of deficient intellectual enpacity.

(1) Fpileplics.—An epileptic for the purposes of cortifieation unider
this heading is a person who has had an epileptic seizure under the
observation of the medical officer certifving.  Whenever i has been
imposgihle or impracticable by observation thus to establish the diag-
nosis, Bl evidenes or lestimony tending 10 show' that the alien in
guestion i an epileptic shall be commumnicated to the proper immi-
pration officers,

i5) fnsane pergons.—Insanity has been defined as “a manifesta-
tion in language or donduet of dizease or defect of the bram™ (Church

' and Peterson)., [t may boe regarded as o more or less permanently
disgensed or disordered condition of the mentality, functional or
organie, and characterized by perversion, inhibition, or disorderad

i function of the SENEOTY OF of the mielleetive fu.l:'l]lr.iq':-:. i |:l"l.-' irl:l|:|F1.ir|'|.I
or ilizorders] volition. See instroctions [or certification under this
_I"I.-I'!Il-:“ﬂgl page 30,

B3y Tubercilosiz,—The following conditions are to be regarded sz
tuberculosis" within the meaning of the law:

1. Tuberculosis of the respiratory tract.

2. Tubwrculvsis of the intestinal traet.

A, Tuberculosis of the genito-urinary fract.

(7} Loatheome condagious disease — A loathsome discaze i8'a dizease
which exeites sbliorrence in others by reason of the Enowledge of its
existence,  The term contagions as naed in the lnw shall be regarded
a3 Bvnonymois with communicable.

By loathsome conbagious disease is meant a lopthsoma communi-
cahle disease, essentinlly chronic in character.

4
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